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The Balfour Declaration gave Zionists an
occasion to rejoice, but it also gave them
reasons for fear.

To meet the expectations that accompanied
Great Britain's support for a Jewish national
home, Zionists had to attract large numbers of
Jews to Palestine's shores, mobilize vast
amounts of money for economic investment, and
build an autonomous infrastructure to serve as
the authority of a Jewish national home.

issued its wartime
declaration, Zionists had not yet forged a
broad-based Jewish consensus for their aims.
Desperate to rally Jews to their nation-building
cause, Zionists also had to demonstrate to the
British, however flimsy the evidence, that their
grandiose schemes carried weight. In a sense,
Zionists had to build a homeland to justify

But when Great Britain
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British support even as they had to create the
conditions for Jews to feel that Palestine was
their Thus
different sets of challenges, and my talk will
explain how, particularly, in the first decade of
the British Mandate, they their
policies to meet wildly different sets of
expectations that often conflicted with one
another.

home. Zionists confronted two
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